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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This action is in response to the amendment filed 9/25/2007, wherein claims 1, 
11-13, 22, 24 and 26 have been amended. 

Claim Rejections -35USC§112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 13, 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. The terms "same or related" in said claims is 
a relative term which renders the claim indefinite, and one of ordinary skill in the art 
would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. Wherein related 
characteristics could just be a relationship between two characters, where the two 
characters can be different symbols displayed on the screen of the same game, thus 
the creating a related characteristics. 

Claim Rejections -35USC§ 103 

» 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
' the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-13, 18-26, 31 & 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Inoue (US Patent Publication 2004/0014517) in view of Webb (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,336,860). 

Inoue teaches a gaming device as recited in claims 1,13 and 24. The gaming 
device taught by Inoue comprises: 

a game operable upon a wager (figure 1 , #20); 

a display device, which is adapted to display plurality of concentric wheels 
(Figure 1 , #15 along with the related description discloses of the display device and 
figure 5); 

a plurality of award values adapted to be displayed by the display device 
(wherein the plurality of reels have different numbers are displayed, wherein the each 
number has different values associated with it, Figure 1, Figure 5); 

a plurality of modifier values adapted to be displayed by the display device 
(modifier values are displayed on different disk with different numbers, wherein each 
number has different values associated with it, Figure 1 , Figure 5); and 

an award adapted to be provided to the player, wherein the award is based on at 
least one generated award value modified by at least one generated modifier value 
(0032-0034,0041,0052). 

Inoue does not teach a gaming device that comprises a plurality of 
characteristics including at least two of the same or related characteristics, wherein (a) 
at least one of the characteristics is associated with at least one of the award values 
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and is adapted to be displayed by the display device in association with the award 
value; (b) at least one of the characteristics is associated with at least one of the 
modifier values and is adapted to be displayed by the display device in association with 
the modifier value; and (c) an additional award is adapted to be provided to the player if 
the generated award value and the generated modifier value include the same or 
related characteristics. In a related gaming device, Webb teaches game symbols 
having a first defining criteria (in the form of value, number, rank or another visual 
representation) and a second defining criteria (in the form of color or shape). See col. 
7, line 65 to col. 8, line 2. Webb further teaches that the second defining criteria of the 
game symbols can be used to provide a player with an additional award when the 
second defining criteria of two or more game symbols is the same irrespective of the 
first defining criteria. See col. 6, lines 50-65. Webb teaches that awarding players 
additional awards based on matching the second defining criteria of game symbols, in 
addition to or in replacement of, the first defining criteria of game symbols provides the 
game operator the ability to offer a wide selection of games while enabling a player to 
play different games with varying payoffs and game volatility. See col. 8, lines 36-40. It 
would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate the second defining criteria (in the form of color or shape) into the game 
symbols (award values and modifier values) of the gaming device taught by Inoue in 
order to provide the game operator with the ability to offer a wide selection of games 
while enabling a player to play different games with varying payoffs and game volatility 
as desirably taught by Webb in col. 8, lines 36-40. Thus, the combination of Inoue and 
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Webb teaches a gaming device in which at least one characteristic (second defining 
criteria of Webb) is displayed in association with the game symbols (at least one of the 
award values and at least one of the modifier values of Inoue), wherein an additional 
award is provided to the player if the game symbols (the generated award value and the 
generated modifier value of Inoue) include the same or related characteristics (second 
defining criteria of Webb). 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Inoue and Webb teaches displaying one of 
the plurality of award values or one of the plurality of modifier values on a wheel (Figure 
5 of Inoue). 

Regarding claim 3, the combination of Inoue and Webb teaches displaying one of 
the plurality of award values or one of the plurality of modifier values on concentric 
wheels (Figure 5 of Inoue). 

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Inoue and Webb teaches displaying a 
plurality of selections wherein one of the award values or one of the modifier values are 
associated with the selections (Figures 1 , 5 of Inoue discloses plurality of selections and 
plurality of award values). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination Inoue and Webb teaches that the displayed 
selections are player selectable (col. 3: 31-42 of Webb). 

Regarding claims 6 and 18, the combination of Inoue and Webb teaches at least 
one different characteristic is associated with at least one of the award values and at 
least one different characteristic is associated with at least one of the modifier values 
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(Figure 3 of Webb along with the related description thereof, wherein different 
characteristics, in the form of colors or shapes, is associated with each game symbol). 

Regarding claims 7, 8, 9, 19, 20 and 21, the combination of Inoue and Webb 
teaches that one of the characteristics is associated with each of the award values and 
that one of the characteristics is associated with each of the modifier values (Figure 3 of 
Webb along with the related description thereof, wherein one of the characteristics, in 
the form of colors or shapes, is associated with each game symbol). 

Regarding claim 10, the combination of Inoue and Webb teaches that the 
modifier values each include a multiplier value (0032-0034, 0041, 0052) 

Regarding claims 11 and 22, the combination of Inoue and Webb teaches input 

* 

device, which enables the player to accept or reject the award (col. 7, lines 7-18 of 
Webb, wherein a player may accept an award or reject the award for a secondary play). 

Regarding claims 12 and 23, the combination of Inoue and Webb teaches the 
additional award includes at least one repeat of the determination of the award, at least 
one credit, an additional modifier, or at least one free game or spin (col. 6, lines 50-65 of 
Webb, wherein the additional award is a payout including at least one credit). 

Regarding claim 25, the combination of Inoue and Webb teaches an additional 
one of the characteristics which is generated, wherein the additional award is increased 
if the additional characteristic includes the same or related characteristic (col. 2, lines 
66-67 and col. 7, line 65 to col. 8, line 12 and Figure 3 of Webb, wherein the additional 
award is a payout based on the same defining criteria in the form of shape, color and 
letter which can be increased for different winning combinations). 
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Regarding claim 26, the combination of Inoue and Webb teaches a method of 
operating a gaming device having a game operable upon a wager (Figure 1 , #20). The 
method as taught by the combination of Inoue and Webb comprises: 

a display device, which is adapted to display plurality of concentric wheels (figure 

5) 

displaying a plurality of first values on the first wheel (different numbers are 
displayed, wherein the each number has different values associated with it, Figure 1, 
Figure 5); 

displaying a plurality of second values adapted to be displayed by the display 
device on the second wheel (different numbers are displayed, wherein the each number 
has different values associated with it, Figure 1 , Figure 5); 

associating a characteristic with at least one of the first values (Figure 3 of Webb 
along with the related description thereof, wherein one characteristic, in the form of 
color or shape, is associated with each game symbol); 

associating a characteristic with at least one of the second values (Figure 3 of 
Webb along with the related description thereof, wherein one characteristic, in the form 
of color or shape, is associated with each game symbol); 

displaying an indication of one of the first values (value displayed, outer wheel, in 
Figure 5 of Inoue along with the related description thereof); 

displaying an indication of one of the second values (modifier displayed, inner 
wheel, in Figure 5 of Inoue along with the related description thereof); 
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providing the player an award based on the indicated first value modified by the 

♦ 

indicated second value (Figure 5, and 0032-0034, 0041, 0052, the inner reel selects a 
number and the other reel selects a number, the machine multiplies the numbers to get 
a result which is the payout, thus the numbers are modified to create a payout); and 

providing the player an additional award if the indicated first value and the 
indicated second value include the same or related characteristics (col. 6, lines 50-65 of 
Webb, wherein if two game symbols have the same characteristic, in the form of color 
or shape, the player is provided an additional award). 

Regarding claim 31 , the combination of Inoue and Webb teaches displaying a 
characteristic associated with each award value and displaying a characteristic 
associated with each modifier value (Figure 3 of Webb along with the related description 
thereof, wherein characteristics, in the form of colors or shapes, can each be associated 
with different game symbols). 

Regarding claim 32, the combination of Inoue and Webb teaches enabling the 
player to accept or reject the award (col. 7, lines 7-18 of Webb, wherein a player may 
accept an award or reject the award for a secondary play). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/31/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that neither the symbols/letter "X" and "O", nor the color 
associated with them of Webb is characteristics associated with an award value and a 
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modifier value, and further more neither Inoue nor Webb, individually nor in combination 
disclose a characteristic associated with an awards value and an characteristics 
associated with a modifier value. The examiner respectfully disagrees with the 
applicant. As cited above in the rejection, Webb in columns 7 & 8 clearly teaches of 
characteristics associated with an award value, wherein the award is provided to the 
player depending on the outcome of the symbol characteristics. Webb also teaches of 
payouts for different combination of "X" and "O", in column 6, lines 63 through column 7, 
lines 15. Webb in combination with Inoue, wherein Inoue teaches of an award adapted 
to be provided to the player, wherein the award is based on at least one generated 
award value modified by at least one generated modifier value (0032-0034, 0041, 0052) 
teach of a gaming device in which at least one characteristic (second defining criteria of 
Webb) is displayed in association with the game symbols (at least one of the award 
values and at least one of the modifier values of Inoue), wherein an additional award is 
provided to the player if the game symbols (the generated award value and the 
generated modifier value of Inoue) include the same or related characteristics (second 

defining criteria of Webb). 

The applicant also argues that neither Inoue nor Webb, disclose of a plurality of 
concentric wheels, a plurality of first value displayed by one of the wheels and plurality 
of second values displayed by the second wheel. The examiner respectfully disagrees 
with the applicant. As stated in the rejection above, the gaming machine taught by 
Inoue, clearly teaches of plurality of concentric wheels (figure 1 and figure 5), wherein 
figure five teaches of a plurality of wheels, with first/outside wheel having a set of values 
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displayed on there and the second/inside wheel, also displays plurality of second 
values, for a winning symbol combination. 

Consequently, for the reason provided above, the rejection is maintained. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunit Pandya whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2823. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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